Dear BSRAC members and observers,

	Our BSRAC meetings and information


BS RAC Workshop on Spatial Planning, 19th and 20th February, Tallinn – the final agenda is now on our website.

Pelagic WG 17th March Gdynia 16.00 -20.00   <<<<<<< NOTE THE TIME OF THIS MEETING
Invitation and agenda on our website

Demersal WG 18th March Gdynia 9.00 – 15.30
We’ve now sent out an invitation and draft agenda. The draft agenda points are:

· Presentation and discussion of scientific projects: UNCOVER, RESTOCK (Stock enhancement) 

· Selectivity in the demersal fishing gears in the Baltic area

· Commission’s discard policy

· Preparation for the BS RAC Science Workshop in May

· Report from the ICES benchmarking workshop

· Report from the ICES workshop on management plan evaluation 

· Management without forecast

Please reply to both WGs by Friday 6th March
Please note: if you’re travelling out of or through Copenhagen, you should book your journey to Gdansk in good time. SAS have cut back on flights. 

BS RAC Science Workshop Thursday 7th May.

We’re just finalising a background description to this workshop. An invitation will go out very soon. We are hoping to start the workshop on the evening of 6th May, depending on our budget. 

New membership of BSRAC 

Sveriges Yrkesfiskares Ek. Förening (SYEF –  Swedish Fisheries Association) has applied for membership. 

We will formalise their request at our coming ExCom. More on them here (but only in Swedish):

http://www.syef.se/default.php
Commitments for the new BS RAC year

We have received 34 commitments and 28 membership payments. It’s fantastic. Thank you. 

People news

Chris Karppinen, our Honorary Chair of the General Assembly, has told us that due to a new job, he will no longer be able to continue as Honorary Chair. We are very sorry he’s leaving, but wish him the very best with his new job. Chris sends his regards to all the colleagues at the BSRAC. Now, we need a new Honorary Chair…....
DTU Aqua, Technical University Denmark 

On Monday 13th February, Rasmus Nielsen Senior researcher and coordinator from DTU Aqua, will come and visit and talk about research activities in the Baltic. 

	Commission/EU meetings


The EU’s Shark Action Plan was adopted on 5th February 2009. It contains a set of actions and measures to protect shark species. It’s now sent to the Council and European Parliament. You can find all background information available (including the Impact assessment) here:
http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/management_resources/conservation_measures/sharks/introduction_en.htm
Commission Seminar on the management of stocks without catch options table. Friday 13th February 2009 Brussels 
Michael Andersen (Danish Fishermen’s Association) is there. We hope he’ll report back. 

Commission Workshop on Cetaceans   24-25th March 2009.  (The Regulation 812/2004)

Krzysztof Stanuch (Association of Fishermen’s Sea-PO) will be representing the BSRAC.  

Please send comments to Krzysztof at baltic@balticnet.pl
We’re hoping for one more participant on behalf of the BS RAC.
STECF

The next STECF Plenary meeting is from 20th - 24th April 2009. Questions to STECF for appraisal, must be sent to the Commission before 13th March. They will be examined by Commission colleagues before being sent to STECF. 

	EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT


Hearing on the future reform of the Common Fisheries Policy Tuesday 10th February 2009, Brussels
Commissioner Joe Borg opened the hearing and announced that the reform of the CFP would be a wide-ranging process. No stone would be left unturned. There would not be any no-go areas. He said that the RACs were one of the successes of the 2002 reform. They needed to be developed further. There were presentations by 3 RACS: NS RAC, SWW and LD RAC. Hugo Andersson, chair of the NSRAC pointed out one important thing: that those people participating in the RACs were doing it on a voluntary basis. If the RACs were to become management bodies, they would need a new structure. There were presentation by national administrations from Denmark, UK, Spain, Portugal, Italy and France. There were positive comments about the RACs. The question was whether the RACs in a future reformed CFP should have a more active role as managing bodies of the fishery, or whether they should remain purely advisory. Or should be PO’s be given more management responsibility? The forthcoming Green Paper on the reform is expected in April.

A Public Hearing on the fisheries in the Baltic Sea Wednesday 18th February 2009, Brussels
We have written to the organiser of this hearing and explained that the invitation has gone out at short notice 

and that we’re unable to attend because of our workshop on spatial Planning. (Sorry: MEP Niels Busk is of course Danish, not Dutch). 

EP meeting of the Fisheries Committee 30th January 2009, Brussels: Governance within the CFP: the 

European Parliament, the Regional Advisory Councils and other stakeholders
The rapporteur Mrs ATTWOOLL (ALDE) said that stakeholder involvement was a central issue to the debate on the reform of the CFP involving a radical decentralisation so that measures are tailored to particular fisheries in specified areas, according to conditions in them.  She underlined that RACs (Regional Advisory Councils) should be at the core of this decentralisation. 

MEP FRAGA welcomed the report; however she called for more clear definition of the power that would be given to RACs. She underlined that management responsibility should remain as in present. She recalled that RACs were advisory bodies and on this nothing should be changed. The only possibility could be to strengthen their advisory capacity (i.e. financial support). She considered that decentralisation and delegation of management power should be distinguished. 

Also MEP AUBERT (GREENS) agreed with the remarks made by MEP FRAGA concerning the role of RACs. She saw the space of improvement in the framework of more financial support, improved representatively (i.e. women networks). She emphasised the importance of keeping common standards at the European level. 

The Commission representative agreed with the statement of MEP FRAGA and AUBERT relating to the advisory role of RACs. He also said that the Commission put steps forward to analyse the current situation of RACs and simplify the financing of RACs. He explained that the inter-RAC was a very informal forum managed by RACs themselves. 

MEP ATTWOOOLL explained that her intension was not to question the current management system and the role of key players under the current rules. She however underlined that in some cases, for example the implementation of technical measures for specific seas, regions the RACs might be more appropriate to implement measures supporting the idea of decentralisation of power.

Timetable: Adoption in Plenary March 2009

	ICES meetings


 

The ICES Annual Science Conference on 21st - 25th September, Berlin. 
ICES has announced a call for contributions: It’s attached. 
	Baltic 2020


On 12th and 13th March in Copenhagen, the Best Practices Workshop will continue. It will build on the work already done in Stockholm in January to draw up recommendations for best practices in fisheries management in the CFP.  BS RAC members are invited to attend. Our Chairman, Reine has accepted to attend.
	Swedish Presidency


The Swedish board of Fisheries has sent an invitation to a hearing on the CFP on 26th February and 16th April Gothenburg. It’s attached. Sorry, in Swedish only. The Swedish Board of Fisheries is the government authority responsible for the conservation and exploitation of Sweden's fish resources. The head office is in Gothenburg.

